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INSTALLATION. 


The DELIVERY of the SCRIPTURES, and CHARGE 


at the Installation of the Rev. BARZILLAt STREETER | 


as pastor of the First Universalist Church and Society 
in Salem, on the 9th inst. By Br. H. BAtiov. 


Rev. Brorarr,—You having been regularly install- 
ed as pastor of this church and society, and consecrated 
by solemn prayer to the work of the gospel ministry over 
this beloved people, it now devolves on me, as the ap- 
pointed agent of this ecclesiastical council, and in the 
name of our churches to present you with the Holy 
Scriptures accompanied with an appropriate Charge, ac- 
cording to our established usage. 

The holy scriptures are received by al] protestant 
churches as the rule of both faith and practice in all 
things relative to religion. As such, my brother, | now 
present them to you ; and to them refer you for every de- 
gree of instruction requisite to render you faithful and 
successful in the discharge of those duties which devolve 
on you, in consequence of the solemn and important 

onnexion into which you have this day been inducted. 

The first particular, to which I would specially direct 
your most profound attention, is the doctrine which } 
tanght in the volume of divine inspiration, and which 
you are solemnly obligated to understand and communi- 
eate tc the people of your special charge. I shall not, 
on this occasion, attempt an investigation directed to 
any particular points of doctrine, nor yet to controvert 
any of the errors which have been imbibed by professors 
of christianity ; I will only ebserve that the volume of 
divine revelation derives the doctrife of immutable truth 
from the attributes of one wnchangeable God. These 
attribates are all comprehended in wisdom, power, and 
coodness ; these being ali infinite, in every sense of the 
word, are the foundation of all truth, and the fountain 
to which all doctrinal tenets, which are revealed in the 
divine testimony, are referable, and imto which every 
just doctrinal idea may be resolved. You will therefore, 
constantly bear in mind, that what ever does not corres- 
pond with infinite wisdom is not of God. What cver 
vpinion tends to disallow the Almighty power of the one 
ruler of the universe is not of God. And whatfever no- 

-on may be adopted by the wisdom of man, which de- 
nies the unbounded, the infinite, the impartial goodness 
wf onr Father in heaven is got of God. 

The sceond particular subjes t to which I would direct 
vour mind, in this Charge.is the means by whichjyou will 
tind it convenient to acquire divine knowledge, and to 
ireasure up an extensive fund of doctrinal truth for your 
own religious and intellectual improvement, and also for 
theirs,who attend on your ministry. These means are all 
furnished and dictated by the sacred scriptures,which | 
Ihave now put into your hands, It is therefore necessa- | 
ry that you render yourself familiar with these ancient, 
mspired oracles; that you study to understand their 





in the rich and impartial blessings by it bestowed. Our 
blessed Saviour also sanctions this method of learning 
the true doctrine of our heavenly Father, in that he said, 
* But ] say unto you, love your enemies, bless them that 
curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for 
them that despitefully use you, and persecute you ; that 
you may be the children ef your Father which is in hea- 
ven; for he maketh his sun. ¥ise on the evil and on 
the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the un- 
just.” While you carefully regard such rutes of instruc- 
tion, and learn doctrine from such symbols, there can 
be little danger of imbibing injurious errors, or of poison- 
ing the minds of your hearers with vain imaginations, 
which correspond more with the partial wisdonf which 
is from beneath, than with that which is from above, 


which is full of good fruits, and without partiality. If 


you carefully observe the methods emploved by the in- 
spired writers of the holy scriptures, you will perceive 
that they constafitly used the emblems of nature, never 
violating her Jaws, nor denying the goodness of divine 
providence in the testimony which they bore. 

I deem it of indispensable importance that you are 
reminded, in this Charge, that the christian doctrine and 
hope rest on the fact of the resurrection of Jesus. Tho’ 
Moses in the law, and the prophets in their testimony 
bore witness to the doctrine of divine truth, and led the 
people to expect the Messiah, the whole system of gos- 
pel truth is sealed by the resurrection of Jesus, and rests 
upon it as on a chief corner stone. And on this rock 
the christian church being built, the gates of hell ean 
never prevail against it. Connected with this all-impor- 
tant truth is the divine declaration of an inspired apostle, 
that ** As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shal] all be 
made alive.” 

The third particular section of this Charge calls your 
mind to a due observance of the best and most success- 
ful methods of communicating ditine truth-to your hear- 
ers, and of calling their attention to those religious con- 
cerns, and of engaging them im the practice of those 
moral virtues which tend to adorn the doctrine of God 
our Saviour. In preparing yourself for this great work, 
you will find it necessary to study human nature; to 
learn the various avenues to the heart and affections ; 
the various laws by which they are governed, so that 
when you speak to your listening hearers, you nay know 
how to reach the heart, and to engage tie affections in 
the theme of discourse which the spirit of truth leads 
you to pursue. You will be careful to give a decided 
preference to the language of the scriptures, and regard 
the symbols used in them as far better calculated to sim- 
plify truth to the understanding than the most pompous 
declamations of theological schools. 

Your parochial visits, and the administration of chris- 
tian ordinances may be noticed as the fourth particular 
topic of this address. The solemn scenes of sickness 
and death demand your most prompt attention. To the 


proper connexion and original meaning. To them are! chambers visited by these afflictions you will not suffer 
you to look for any explanation which your mind may | yourself to be a stranger. With the kind spirit of sym- 
require of particular parts, which may appear obscure. | pethy and prayer you will endeavour to support the en- 
It is dangerous to look to the wisdom of this world for aj feebled mind of the sick, and to console the afflicted and 
rightapplication of such passages, as may appear dark ; the bereaved, and to direct the prospects of those, who 
but if you carefully examine other passages of divine | @re drawing near to the grave, to that house not made 
truth, which treat of the same subject, no one text of| with hands, eternal in the heavens. You will not shun 


doctrinal importance, will long remain obscure. No | 
slight attention should be paid to the due study of na- 
ture, and of the goodness of the divine Being as meni-| 


these mournful occasions as a tax on your enjoyments ; 
but you will remember that the tears which you mingle 
with those which mourn will yield you a plentiful har- 


fested in the economy of his bountiful providence ; for | vest of spiritual enjoyment, and that it is therefore, bet- 
the scriptures abundantly certify that the doctrine of | ter to go to the house of mourning, than to the house of 
truth bears a strict analogy to the impartial goodness of | feasting. You will visit your people also in health, that 
divine providence. Moses said; ‘‘My doctrine shall) you may participate of their prosperities as a friend and 
drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as the dew; as| brother, and learn to make their comforts and enjoy- 
the small rain upon the tender herb, and as the showers | ments your own. While leading the youth to the altar 
upon the grass; because I will publish the name of the | of sacred matrimony, you will not forget to impress their 
Lord; ascribe ye greatness to our God.” Here the | minds with those religious and moral sentiments which 
whole volume of nature seems to be presented in which | are incispensable in their setting out in the domestic 
we may read and learn the doctrine of infinite wisdom. | concerns of hfe. In administering the more immediate 
Moses did not choose a storm, a tempest, an earthquake | ordinances of the church, you will endeavour to furnish 
with hailstones and fire to represent his doctrine, but | your mind with the knowledge of their utility and due 
the gentle rain which bountifully and impartially falls | application to the great truths represented by them, and 
on the tender grass of the carth, causing it to revive and |to lead the understanding of communicants more spe- 
flourish. He directs our minds to the silent dew from | cially to the things signified, than to those elements by 
heaven, which so much supercedes the wisdom of man! which they are only figuratively represented.. And you 





will not neglect to maintain such order and discipline 
as are authorized in the faithful word, and dictated by 
the best interest of all religious and moral institutions, 
regarding under all circumstances the holy dictates of 
that charity which suffereth long and is kind. 

Lastly, my dear brother, permit me to suggest what 
you owe to yourself, that you may be a good minister 
of Jesus Christ. Shining talents and brilliant labours 
will never supply the place, or make up for the want of 
sincerity of heart and purity of life. Our eyes behold 
nothing more grotesque, than the preacher, who arges 
op his hearers the moral duties of denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, of living soberly, righteously and god- 
ly, while he is the humble vassal of his ungoverned pas- 
sions and a slave to those blind appetites which the re- 
ligion of the Saviour is designed to subdue. Remember 
therefore the words of the great Apostle. ‘¢] keep my 
body under, lest when | have preached thé gospel to 
others, [ myself should become a castaway.” 

Should it please the shepherd and bishop of souls to 
continue you in this place to the common age of man, 
it will be your lot to perform the last duties of the min- 
isterial office for most of these dearly beloved brethren 
and friends, who are now active in your establishment 
with them in the ministry. By «adhering faithfully to 
those divine directions which are laid down as the guide 
of the minister of Christ,you will be enabled to finish your 
whole course in a manner acceptable to your divine 
master, and to be a comfort to these your friends in the 
last moments of life. And may it please our heavenly 
Father to keep you stedfast, and prosper your labours 
of love in this place, until advanced in years and ripen- 
ed in usefulness, you may be borne from these courts to 
the house appointed for all living, surrounded by any 
a filial tear, and of those who shall say, it was our spirit- 
ual father and guide, who taught us the knowledge of 
Jesus and of eternal life. 


-_— ~~ -— s 


THE RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP. 
By Br. Epwarp TURNER. 


THE attainment of the great objects of social and re- 
ligious life necessarily requires the use of such outward 
signs, as are significant of social feelings and religious 
affections. The utility of these modes of expreseay the 
sentiments of the heart and the language of the sou! has 
been sanctioned and supported by the experience of all 
ages. The practices to which we allude have their pat- 
tern in the Divine conduct towards intelligent beings, 
to whom wisdom, power and goodness are represented, 
through the medium of sensible objects. The christian 
ministty, like all o!uer institutions, bas availed itself of 
those external forms, which have simplicity and signifi- 
cancy for their principal characteristics and superior re- 
commendations. They are not used for any mberent or 
abstract value which they possess, but solely as repre- 
sentations of the noblest sentiments and best feelings of 
the christian’s affectionate heart. The primitive teach- 
ers of evangelical truth, when some of their brethren 
were about to enter the special department of their fu- 
ture labours, gave to them the Right Hand of a 
This practice has been followed in the christian church, 
from apostolic days. But the practice did not then, nor 
does it now confer any new ebligation upon the christian 
minister, nor does it express any superiority in bim who 
gives, or those he represents, over him who receives this 
token. It is altogether a simple expression of christian 
fellowship, in the faith, the hope, the labours and the 
joy of the gospel. It is not Jess a pleasure than a duty, 
that | now perform this service ; and as the organ of thjs 
installing council, as the representative of the General 
Convention, and in behalf of the people to whom I min- 
ister, and likewise as the appropriate token of personal 
esteem and affection, I give you this right hand, and cor- 
dially welcome you to the employment, the labours, and 
the rewards of the ministry of Jesus Christ. Receive 
this expression of social, religious and personal esteem. 
Receive it as a declaration of our love, our approbation 
of your labours, and our confidence in your Gdelity.— 
We recognize you as our brother in the ministry of re- 





conciliation. By this token, we pledge ourselves, as 


your co-workers, to aid and assist you, as far as we are 
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able, in your calling, at a servant of Christ, to strive to ; infirm, a prisoner, troubled with the care of all the chur- 


promote yout usefulness and advamee your success. In 
the trials peculiar to the ministerial office, we shallcheer- 
fully bear a part; we shall sorrow in your afflictions, 
and ** your joy will be the joy of us all.’ The pros- 
perity of your portion of the Lord’s vineyard, the suc- 
cess of your labours, either in planting or watering, will 
afford us rich satisfaction, for we shall remember that 
you ** work the work of the Lord as we also do.” Our 
claims on you are such only as originate in mutual love; 
we ask no more than we are bound to perform, and this 
we believe you will be ever ready to fulfil. 


iches, and grieved with their disaffection, for he oftimes 
jsaid to Timothy, all they of Asia are turned from me ; 
,and if his was the case of those who rather sigh and 
| proan than live, he might like the exhausted pilgrim 
‘call sleep, gain; especially as he expected to be with 
{the Lord when he awoke, which weuld experimentally 
) appear instantaneous. See our comments elsewhere.” 


| Had Paul merely said that he wished to die, there would | 


'certainly,be very good reasons for his wish ; but as it is, 
| * Zuista,’ himself, cannot but be aware, that what he 
| has here said, has no bearing on the text. I think, that 


And now my brother in the faith and testimony of) if Zuista will again canidly examine this text he will 


Jesus; knowing that from a child you have been ac- 
quainted with the scriptures, and that a strong predi- 
lectiow for the work of Christ has led you in the morn- 
ing of your days, to devote yourself to his service, and 
in the fullest confidence in your ability, faithfulness 
and zeal, your prudence and discretion, | must feelingly 
congratulate you on your compliance with the request 
of this respectable society, to be ordained over them, 
as their pastor and teacher. Their solicitation is a 
proof of your past usefulness and a pledge of your fu- 
ture success. We receive the transactions of this day 
as evidences of a common regard in you and in this so- 
ciety to the order of the gospel, and to the special bies- 
sings of social and religious life. May the blessing of 
God attend your labours here and in every society 
within the sphere of your expected exertions ; and 
when you shall have fought the good fight, and finished 
your course, may the Lord, the righteous judge give 
you a crown of righteousness. 

Brethren of this Christian Society—I offer you the 
cordial felicitations of this council upon the occasion 
which has convened us. We ‘“‘rejoice at behoiding 
your order and the stedfastness of your faith in Christ.” 
Our joyful sympathies have accompanied you in your 
progress to your present social state. We proffer you 
our fellowship, with that of the General Convention 
and of the Churches of our respective charge. We 
pray, that under the ministry of our beloved fellow- 
servant, you may continue to profit, in the increase of 
your faith, the strength of your hope, and the enlarge- 
ment of your love. And having long rejoiced together 
in the sweetness of social intercourse and the felicities 
of christian communion, and in the performance of all 
the duties which the gospel prescribes, may you and 
ase pastor arise to a sacred participation im the sub- 

ime exercises and enjoyments of the house, eternal in 
the heavens—AMEN. 


—S—S—= — 
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IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL, 


To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 

Rev. Sin,—In pursuing this subject, ** Zuista’s”’ re- 
marks on 2 Cor. v. 8, and Philip. i. 23, first claim my 
attention. He has been obliged to acknowledge that 
these passages ** look favourable to the idea of immedi- 
ate sentient being at death ;” but says he, they are not 
decisive. Let us now examine whether this is the fact. 
I shall first quote the first eight verses of the Sth chap. 
of 2 Corinthians; ** For we know that if our earthly 
house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a 
building of God, an house not made with hands, eter- 
nal in the heavens. For in this we groan, earnestly de- 
siring to be clothed upon with our house which is from 
heaven: If so be that being clothed, we shal] not be 
found naked. For we that are in this tabernacle do 
groan, being burdened: not for that we would be un- 
clothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be 
swallowed up of life. Nowhe thathath wrought us for 
the self same thing is God, who hath given unto us the 
earnest of the spirit. Therefore we ate always confi- 
dent, knowing, that, whilst we are at home in the body, 
we are absent from the Lord: (For we walk by faith, 
not by sight:) We are confident, I say, and willing ra- 
ther to be absent from the body, and to be present with 
the Lord.» To me, this passage of holy writ, appears 
irresistable ; and I cannot conceive how it can be evyad- 
ed, without an utter perversion of its obvious meaning. 
But let us see, what * Zuista? makes of it. 1 cannot 
find that he has noticed more than one or two verses 
of this passage ; to reason fairly upon it, he should have 
examined the whole, for it is so intimately connected, 
that ifcannot be separated without impairing its sense. 
tle says (speaking of the above extract and Philip.i. 23,) 
““ We have already acknowledged that 2 Cor. v. 8, and 
Philip. i. 23, look favourable to the idea of immediate 
sentient at death ; but are not decisive. Paul was aged, 


| either deny the authenticity of it, or acknowledge that | 


lit does conclusively establish the doetrine for which | 
am contending. The apostle says, in the first verse, 
** We know that if our earthly bouse, &c. were dissolv- 
ed, we have a building of God, an house not made with 
hands eternal in the heavens.’? I ask when it is that 
we have this building. Let the text answer—when our 
earthly house is dissolved, (a methaphorical expression 
meaning the dissolution of our bodies) ‘Aen it is we have 
a habitation eternal in the heavens. Had the apostle 
entertained * Zuista’s’ views of the subject, he would 
have said, * We know that at the resurrection, or at the 
end of the world, we shall hare, &c. Inthe 4th verse 
the apostle refutes the idea which ‘ Zuista’ suggests, 
that Paul wished to die without expecting to be imme- 
| diately into heaven, when he says, ‘*not for that we 
would be unclothed but clothed upon that mortality 
might be swallowed up of life.” What is this but say- 
ing that he did not desire to die to become unconscious, 
but that he might change this mortal state, for one of 
immortal bliss. In the 6th verse he observes, ** he was 
always confident that whilst we are at home in the bo- 
dy, we are absent from the Lord.*”> How can we, 
* Zuista,’ be more absent from the Lord in the body, 
than in the grave? In the 8th verse, the apostle again 
repeats with great emphasis, that he would “‘ rather be 
absent from the body and present with the Lord.”’— 
Phillip. i. 23, is equally conclusive as the preceding 
extract; ** For 1 am in a strait betwixt two, having a 
desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far 
better.”” It is superfluous to comment upon such pas- 
sages as these; you might as well attempt to prove that 
the sun does not shine at noon day, when you can 
scarcely sustain his powerful rays, as to attempt to 
prove, that these words do not convey the idea, that 
’aul wished to depart from this state of being, because 
he should be immediately with Christ. 

*Zuista’ bas referred us to his comments elsewhere, 
on these two last mentioned texts, and if my limits 
would permit, I should be glad to insert them here, for 
I have found, much to my surprise, that in his Dialogue 
on page 196, vol. Ist of the Magazine, where he speaks 
of these passages, he advocates my sentiments on this 
subject. 

* Zuista’ gets over the promise of the Saviour to the 
thief, with wonderful facility. He says, ** thatit cannot 
affect the question so long as a different punctuation 
will alter the meaning.” A very easy way truly of 
getting over a difficulty. I have, however, no objec- 
tion to altering the punctuation of scripture, when the 
sense evidenily requires it; but is this case of that na- 
ture? Itis not; the sense is now perfect, and to alter 
it, as has deen attempted, makes nonsense of it. The 
Saviour says, ‘* Verily I say unto thee, this day thou 
shalt be with me in paradise.» What propriety would 
there be in saying, ‘I say unto thee to-day.’ To-day, 
in that sense, is evidently absurdly superfluous ; for it 
adds nothing to the sense, but wakes the promise am- 
biguous and calculated to deceive & be misunderstood. 
There js not an expression in the whole bible, nor in 
any other book, whose author understood the meaning 
ef words, that can be quoted in support of the meaning 
which is attempted to be given to this passage. This 
innovation upon commen sense, is not original with 
* Zuista,’ and | am sure he would not have adopted it, 
had he reflected upon the absurdity of it. ‘* Zuista’ ob- 
serves, that, ** to the common punctuation we oppose 
the words of Jesus to Mary on the morning of the res- 
urrection ; ‘touch me not for | am not yet ascended to 
my Father,’ consistent with this Jesus must have ascen- 
ded and descended again the same day, for in the eve- 
ning he joined his disciples and showed them his hands 
and his side.”” How * Zuista’ can oppose this to the 
common punctuation, I am at a loss to imagine. He 
surely will not contend that He who made the world, 
and by whom all things consist, ceased to exist when 
he left on the cross, the nature which he had assumed. 
Nor can I think it possible that he will deny the attri- 
bute of omnipresence to the Creator of the world. What 
then becomes of his objection? 

I beg leave to cal] * Zuista’s attention to the 6,7 & Sth 








} 


verses of the 4th chap.2 Timothy,which reads as follows 
* Por | am now reatly to be offered, and the time of my 
departure isathand. I have foughta good ficht, I have 
finishe@ my course, have kept the faith: Hencefortt, 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord the righteous judge shall give me at thet day; 
and not to me only, but unto all them also that love 
his appearing.”» Had the apostle merely mentioned 
that there was a.crown of righteousness haid up for him, 
without mentioning when he would obtain it, we might 
be at some loss how to ascertain it; but as he bas stat- 
|ed that he would get it on ‘ that day,’ we have only to 
| look back to see what day he refers to. ‘The only day 
that I can find he has refered to, is the day of his death; 
it therefore follows, that on that day he expected to 
ascend to heaven and consequently to happiness; which 
in my humble opinion, was far more consolitary than 
the dreary idea of * sleeping’ for a few thousand, or for 
a few millions, or possibly for a greater number of years 
than he could find terms to express. Believing that 
my view of this last passage cannot be changed by any 
alteration of the punctuation, | conclude with the warm 
and sincere wish that * Zuista’ and all others who have 


doubts on this subject, may soon fee! their hearts glow 





with the delightful anticipation of being soon ushered 
into a state of inexpressible and endless felicity. 
RELLY 


New York, July 1820. 
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FOR THE MAGAZIN? 
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UNITARIANISM. 
Dear Brethren,—it is ardently hoped the following 
considerations may Induce a candid and instructive re- 


;ply, and cause me to be better acquainted with the 


consistency of some of your opinions. 

The Unitarians have frequently been denominated 
mild, rational] and liberal christians in contradistinctior 
from Calvinists, and many heave rejoiced that light was 
rising, and pure and undefiled religion increasing under 
their preaching and influence. Butif they publick), 
avow sentiments which constitute the most obnoxious 
part of the Calvinisiic creed, how can they deserve the 
titles of mild, rational and liberal?) The Unitarians are 
called mild, because they do not believe that God was 
angry with man, and crucified his Son to placate his 
wrath ; because they do not consider the transgressions 
of limited beings infinite sins, and consequently requir- 
ing an infinite atonement; because they contend that 
all punishment inflicted by God is designed for good, 
and that justice and mercy strive to produce the same 
effect ; because they represent our heavenly Father 
more disposed to bless us with the gift of the holy spir- 
it than earthly parents to enrich their children with the 
possessions of this world, & because they willingly admit 
that God has elected none for eternal wretchedness. 
But when we hear Mr. Channing at Baltimore, and Mr. 
Flint at Marlborough affirm the incorrigibility of guilt 
and the remediless condition of some sinners, how cau 
we believe Unitarians mild, or possessed of more con- 
sistency in this thing than the Calvinists? They may 
as well assert the infinitude of sin, as the eternity of its 
duration ; for the latter idea is clearly expressed in the 
incorrigibility of sinners. Is it not just as proper to con- 
tend that the death of the infinite God is inadequate to 
the removal of all sin, as to suppose he sent a finite a- 
gent to take away infinite guilt? How much more 
compassion is discovered in God by this candle of Uni- 
tarianism, than by the sepulchral Jamp which blazes 
from the tomb of Calvin? The latter sentiment asserts 
the unlimited atrocity cf circumscribed actors, and that 
an Almighty Redeemer was sent to expiate their erimes, 
but through the invincible obstinacy of their bearts part 
of the design is frustrated. The former, that criminal- 
ity is branded, that a finite Saviour was commissioned 
to teach mankind the true and living way, and recall 
their wandering thoughts to God, but through the con- 
tumacy of their wills and the deep rooted malignity of 
their nature some will forever remain incorrigible, and 
consequently unreclaimed. Which system is prefera-» 
bles and which deserves the name of mild? But Uni- 
tarianism claims to be considered rational, let us learn 
if its demand is better founded than that of Calvinism. 
We have already asceriained the insufficiency of the 
Saviour from an examination of the former system, as 
it positivily denies, yet impliedly admits, the infinity of 
sia. How much more irrational can Calvinism be made 
to appear? 

Dear brethren, | feel deeply concerned in your pros- 
perity, and have made these remarks to lead you to an 
explanation of certain sentiments in your theory, that 





I might unite with you more heartily, You cannot fear 
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mvestigation, as do the Calvinists, for you affirm the 
propriety of proving all things and of holding fast those 
which you have proved good, consequently should en-| 
lighter every sincere inquirer into the knowledge of | 
the truth as far as your intelligence extends. Ihave 
forborne to make any comments on your liberality, for | 
e shown that you are mild and rational, it 
mpossible that you should be liberal. Acquaint-| 





ed with several of your sentiment, and duly appreciat- } ;. ¢),;. 


ing their friendship and literary acquirements, | am | 
ious they should be employed in defending a doc- 
: which is pure from human admixtures, which is 
founded on scripture and supported by reason. Be- 
licving you to possess much of the spirit of the gospel 
and to be understandingly engaged in vindicating many 
important points in christianitv, I sincerely hope you 

i to make your defence, and to abide by 
the truth, although an avowal of it might give you the 
name of Universalists. If you remain silent after this 
direct accusation, founded on fact and supported by 
argument, the public must consider you indifferent to 
the interest of truth, or incompetent for its vindication. 


HERMES. 
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MORALITY OF UNIVERSALISM. 

Mr. Evrrorn,—As much is said about the immorali- 
ty of Universalism and as many who are uninformed and 
credulous suppose the representation just, the following 
fact may serve to show that Calvinism, which is direct- 
ly opposite to Universalism, tends to the encouragement 
of wickedness and emboldens the sinner to pursue the 
way of trangression. If it can be shown that orthodory 
produces lawlessness, no one will rationally accuse 
Universalism of a demoralizing tendeney, as opposite 
causes do not produce the same effect. 

The Rey. Mr. Banker of Middleborough, informed 
one of his brethren in the ministry that when he preach- 
ed bis sentiments of unconditional] election and repro- 
bation, all the vilest people in his parish were delight- 
ed; but that when he enforced the necessity of holy 
living, (in this he conducted like a Universalist) they 
melted into tears and felt the propriety of becoming 
truly pious. The preceding statement should silence 
each opposer of the sentiment of unbounded grace, for 
the other systems are based on the same limited view 
of God. It is however evident that if Universalism 
does not make men better, it is useless to preach any 
doctrine, as all others are partial, and calculated to ren- 
der their advocates unlike God, who is good to all. 

HERMES. 
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DR. STAUGHTON’S SERMON. 

In order to keep a record of the sentiments which the 
Doctors of Divinity hold up to the people in the present 
day, we notice some of the statements which were made 
in the Rev. Mr. Sharp’s desk on Monday evening last, 


by the Rev. Dr. Staughton from Philadelphia, in a ser- | 


mon from Psalm 1. 21; ‘* These things has thou done, 
and I kept silence.» One important particular which 
was laid down, as proved by God’s keeping silence, 
while the wicked are practising in sinful ways, is the 
entire self command which he constantly preserves over 
himself. ‘This wonderful self command was contrasted 
with its opposite in men. By this comparison the hear- 
er was led. td contemplate the sudden fury which men 
are apt to manifest towards those who give them proyo- 
cation of offence, on the one hand, and the silence 
and self command, which the divine Being maintains, 
while sinners offer insult to his majesty, on the other. 
Immediately following this, the Doctor accounted for 
this self command in God as follows: “It is the opinion 
of the best Divines, that had it not been for the interpo- 
sition of the Mediator between God and sinful man, he 
would have been plunged into hell immediately on the 
frst transgression, as satan was, who was hurled from 
heaven to the bottomless pit without condition.of par- 
don, without a mediator.” It was not possible, on hear- 
ing this, not to allow some queries, such as the follow- 
ing: [fit be a point which our doctors have determined, 


that a satan, who was once an inhabitant of heaven, be- 
cause he sinned against Ged, was instantly doomed to 
hell eternally, without any offer of pardon, without the 
least mercy, why is it not evident that God is as much 
destitute of self command, as the most infuriate tyrant 
that ever disgraced the sceptre of temporal power? 
Another question suggested by our doctor's statement 
: If the Creator, without a moment’s mercy, doom- 
ed his satan, his morning star to everlasting woe for one 
offence; but suffered himself to be placated towards 





man who sinned, by the sufferings of a mediator, why is 
not this God as capricious a being as ever dishonoured 
the character of man? Another difficulty presented it-| 
self in the following question: How is it possible that} 
the divine Being should be the author of a me diation, | 
which was wholly designed to do away his own ven-| 
geance? Nothing could be more absurd than for a fa- 
ther who was outrageously offeridect with a child, to sub- 
ject himself to the most excruciating pains, and say that 
he did it to pacify his wrath towards his offending off- 
spring! 

But notwithstanding this Rev. Doctor contended, in| 
the first place, that God has a perfect command of him- 
self; and in the second place, that the mediator prevents 
his wrath from breaking out and destroying mankind, he | 
gave us to understand that these several securities would | 
not finally prevent the havock on which the divine ven- 
geance is so naturally bent! We were told, in a most 
thundering voice, accompanied with the most violent, 
theatrical gestures, that the time would come when God 





without mercy !—All is silent—the scene closes! 

Should this short notice fall into the hands of the Rev. 
Doctor, or any of the good people’s hands, who adhere 
to his preachiug, and should he or they be disposed to 
laugh in their sleeves at us for believing that he really 
supposed that the absurd things which he stated were 
true, we would mform them that we have no idea that 
the learned gentleman is so ignorant ; he may think these 
old superstitious notions may be of service to amuse and 
keep ignorant people under the controul of priestcraft, 
and that there is good policy m-so doing; but further 
than this charity’s self will not go. 
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“THE GOSPEL HERALD.” 

We are happy to inform our readers that a Religious 
Paper has recently been commenced in the city of New 
York, bearing the above title, devoted to the interest of 
universal grace and salvation, and is ably conducted.— 
We would recommend it to the friends of universal be- 
nevolence as worthy of their patronage. 

fcp-Subscriplions received at this Office, where seve- 
ral Numbers of the work may be examined, 

S +o 


NOTICE. 

Oc As many of our Subscribers have not as yet com- 
plied with the terms of the Magazine for the 2d Volume, 
they are informed that the expences incident to its pub- 
lication being so great, that it is indispensable that the 
amount should be immediately remitted. The few who 
have neglected to comply with the terms, for the Ist 
Volume, will consider this notice as sufficient, and send 
us the amount without delay. 

Seco 
* “& UNIVPERSALIST MAGAZINE.” 

ic A few copies of the Ist Vol. of the Universalist 
Magazine, neatly bound, are for sale at this Office. 

<1 


The Rev. Mre¥enrs, of Gloucester, is expected to 
preach in the Second Universalist Meeting House to- 
morrow. 
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To Correspondents. 
The great length of the communication of ‘* PaiLo- 
Locus’? must be our apology for deferring its publication 
for a few weeks. We must also ask the indulgence of 
several of our respected correspondents for the delay in 
the publication of their. favours. 





would break forth in his wrath, and exercise vengeance | 
| urday last, and carried to Petersburg for exhibition. 


DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 
The Steam Boat tna, 380 tons, with a very valua- 
ble cargo has been Jost on a snag, in the Mississippi. 


Woor,.—A wagon loaded with nearly three tons of 
Merino Wool, and drawn by seven horses has arrived at 
the Factory in Danvers, from the interior of New Hamp- 
shire. ‘The value of the load is estimated at $ 5,000. 

LicutNinc.—The thunder storm of the 11th instant, 
passed over Staten Island, N.Y.3; the lightning dashed 
through a window of the house of the Vice President, 
passed through an open door out of a south window that 
was open. ‘l'wo Cadets were in the room, at the time 
the fuid entered the chamber, and were severely blind- 
ed for afew moments. Two barns were destroyed by 
lichtnine in Fairfax, Me. on the 4th inst. A barn in 
Newtown, Con. full of hay, grain, &c. was destroyed by 
lichtning the 30th‘ult. The effect of this loss on the 
owner, Mr. Northrop, was so great that he took ratsbane, 
but not so much as to destroy life. In the same storm 
a yoke of oxen in Southbury, and an ox in Rockyhill, 
were killed by lightning. 

Jonn G. Kine, Esq. of Salem, is appointed to deliv- 
er the Oration before the Phi Beta Kappa Society at the 
approaching anniversary, and Mr. Gamaliel Bradford to 
deliver the Poem. 

Three medals have been bestowed on our countryman, 
Mr. Per«ins, in London, by the Duke of Sussex, in 
bebalf of the Society for the encouragement of the Fine 
Arts. 


It is said the Supreme Court in New York have order- 
ed a new trial in the case of Robert M. Goodwin, for 
the murder of James Stoughton. 


A Suark, about 8 feet long, and of uncommon thick- 
ness, was caught a few miles below City Poimt, on Sat- 


Mair RossEry.—On the 14th July, the Mail from 
Mount Vernon to Darien, (Geo.) was cut open and rob- 
bed by the mail carrier, who was a boy under 12 years. 


CounTERFEIT Bitits.—Counterfeit fifty dollar notes 
of the Farmers and Mechanics Bank of Philadelphia, are 
in circulation. ‘They are so extremely well executed as 
to defy detection, without the strictest scrutiny. The 
vignette of the counterfeit is coarser than that of the 
genuine bills, and the letter e in the word ‘ promise,’ is 
not uniform. 

Counterfeit American Half Dollars are in circulation. 
They ring well, but have a copperish appearance, on 
rubbing and close inspection, and seem to have been cast. 


The Antiquarian Society will dedicate their new Hal), 
at Worcester, on Thursday next the 24th inst. A pub- 
lic Address will be delivered on the occasion, at which 
it is expected there will be a numerous auditory, from 
he novelty and attraction of the scene. 


SurcipE,—A man, named Ebenezer Stevens, aged 81 
years, hung himself at Kingston, (N. H.) on Tuesday the 
8th inst. He effected his purpose by making a noose in 
a skein of yarn which was confined to his neck, the oth- 
er end was thrown over the limb of an apple tree about 
four feet from the ground, and held im his hand, in which 
position he was found. 


At New York on Saturday Jast, the. thermometer was 
at 92. The same day three men died in that city by 
drinking cold water. 


The Rev. Dr. Morse and Son arrived at Buffalo on 
the 8th inst. from Mackina, on their return to New Ha- 
ven. ‘The Doctor has postponed a part of his contem- 
plated route to another season ; its great extent, and the 
state of his health not permitting the accomplishment of 
the whole objects of the mission in the time alotted. 
—= Se _ 




















MARRIED, 

In this town, by the Rev. Mr, Frothingham, Mr.Wwm.. 
Eayrs to Miss Elizabeth Barry. 

By the Rev. Mr. Sabine, Mr. Joseph Jones to Miss 
Elizabeth Leavitt. 

At South Boston, Mr. Levi Chubbuck, junr. to Miss 
Matilda Davis. 

In Roxbury, by Rev. Dr. Porter, Mr. Jeremiah Lyon 
to Miss Eliza Ann Willard. 


DIED, 

In this town, Mrs. Martha Huffnasters, aged 31:— 
Mrs. Hannah Frothingham, 39.—Mr. Francis Whitmore, . 
51.—Thomas Farmer, 15.—Mr. Thomas Burroughs.— 
Mr. John Doublet, 29.—Miss Lucy Ann Crosby, 19.— 
Mr. Cotton Thayer, 47.—-Mr. Jobn Cavanah, 45.—Mr. 
Michael] Cassedy, 20.— Mrs, Jane Hemenway, 50.—Mr.. 





Robert Murchee.—Mrs. Anne Simpson, 3. . 
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POETS’ CORNER. 
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FAITH, HOPE, AND CHARITY. 

% And now abideth Fatih, Hope, and Charity ; these 
three ; but the greatest of these 1s Charity.” 

FAITH, Horg, and Cuanrity, my theme prolong, 
In sounds melodious warble forth my song, 
Diffusing sweets that sooth the languid breast, 
Laden with cares, by sorrows sore oppress’d. 
Ve three, a sacred trust to man were giv’n, 
To guide his wand’ring feet from earth to heav’n. 


Farru first I sing, delightsome to behold, 

Thy shield is truth, thy robes are glit’ring gold : 
The christian’s dear delight while here below ; 

A consecrated balm for ev’ry woe. 

On wings like thine my soul to heav’n would rise, 
There hold sweet converse with the radiant skies ; 
In transport lost, yon shining orbs behold, 
Mingle with saints, and walk the streets of gold! 
Should guilt and pain man’s bosom dire oppress, 
And plaints of woe show forth his sore distress— 
If in their train some lesser fiends appear, 

Grim havoc, war, and desolation drear— 

Tho’ hypocrites with calumny should join 

To mar his peace, and on their altars shine— 

Or bigots, vain force with relentless rage 

The tears of youth, or tear the locks of age— 
Should the wide world present one scene of woe, 
Drunk with the blood of millions here below ; 
Still, Faith in Christ shall smooth bis crestless form, 
Lift him above misfortune’s direful storm ; 

And white rob’d peace, from yon bright op’ning skies, 
With truth divine, descending meet his eyes ; 
Their beams of glory round his temples twine, 
And grace celestial on faith’s helmet shine. 

By Faith of old, an Enoch walk’d with God— 
Thro’ Faith a Noah surviv’d the ancient flood— 
By Faith an Abra’m offer’d hie first born, 

And the great prophet Daniel was not torn. 
Thro’ Faith, the faithful follow’rs of our Lord, 
Attested by their death the written Worc, 

And gave assurance that mankind shall have, 
Immortal life, and bliss beyond the grave. 


Hops, near alli’d to Faith, I next would sing, 

In sounds melodious, ’wake the trembling string : 
Thou * anchor of the soul” to man wast giv’n, 
To sooth his griefs, and point his thoughts to heav’n ; 
A spring salubrious rising in his breast, 

Intrinsic fount, melif’rous to th’ opprese’d, 

Thou canst irradiate the gloomy cell, 

And all the boding fears of those dispel, 

Who tremble at a visionary hell ; 

To mourning pris’ners heav’nly comfort bring, 

** Peace in thy smiles, and healing on thy wing” ; 
Sorrows remove, and calm th’ afflicted breast, 
Allay their griefs, and hush their pangs to rest. 


Next Cmariry, an ample feast prepare, 

That all mankind may the great bounty share ; 
Let balm of Gilead fill thy golden bowl, 

Food fit to satisfy the hungry soul. 

Thy vot’ries are the meek and humble poor, 
Altho’ thou hast for all an open door ; 

Here strangers shall resort, and find a home, 

By fate predoom’d a cruel world to roam. 

The widow and the orphan here shall find, 

A calm retreat from fortune’s adverse wind, 

A partner dear, and father ever kind. 

Here the scar’d vet’ran, fill’d with honest pride, 
Implores relief, mor is relief denied. 

O Cmariry! these are thy guests below; 
Depriv’d of thee how soon their tears would flow, 
‘And ’wake anew the bursting plaints of woe! 
Thou virgin fair! once more I would essay, 

A nobler tribute to thy worth to pay ; 

Amidst thy spangled laurels to entwine, 





A wreath of garlands round thy hallow’d shrine. 
By thee the blessing life is handed down, 

Thro’ thee, man’s rais’d to an immortal crown, 
By thee, sin, satan, death, shall be destroy’d, 
And heav’n for all obtain’d, by all enjoy’d. 

Then be thy banners spread, thy flag unfurl’d, 
To shield, protect, restore a waiting world. 

Ride on triumphant im thy glorious car, 

Angels attend thee and proclaim afar, 

The news of joy and peace to ev’ry soul, 

‘Till the glad tidings reach from pole to pole. 
Soon Faith shall cease, and Hope be lost in sight, 
But thou shalt live in the sweet realms of light ; 
Where all shal] feast from thine exhaustless store, 
And sin, and sigh, and weep, and groan, no more. 








H****, 
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AN ADDRESS, 
Delivered before the First Universalist Society in Rox- 
bury, at the laying of the Corner Stone of their meet- 
ing house, July 29th, 1820. By Rev. Pavuit Dean. 


My brethren in the Lord, to you, to your families 
and to your friends this must be a day of unfeigned 
and chastened rejoicing, as on it you commence the 
erection of an edifice to the glory of God, and the best 
interest of yourselves and your children. While on 
this occasion we felicitate ourselves, we most heartily 
congratulate you on the auspicious circumstances which 
attend, and the happy prospects that open before you; 
especially when we compare your condition with that 
of our brethren only a few years past. I see some here 
who well remember when but here and there a solitary 
individual, who, with you was known to believe in the 
apostolick doctrine of the salvation of the whole race 
of Adam by a glorious Redeemer, and those were like 
the captive Israelites who sat mournfully on the banks 
of the river of Babylon, hung their harps on the willow, 
and said in their sadness, How shall we sing the song of 
the Lord in a strange land? But you my brethren 
dwell in the midst of Sion, by the river of life, and the 
song of salvation cheers your city and echoes through 
the wilderness, 

The very amicable manner in which has been effected 
your separation, in the fellowship of outward worship, 
but not in that of charity,love and prayer, while it must 
be extremely pleasing to you, reflects great honour and 
lustre on the christian spirit, liberality and candour of 
those you have left; and affords you a strong pledge 
that in building this house and in the establishing of 
this society for the christian worship of Jehovah, and 
the diffusion of unlimited philanthropy and charity, 
every real christian and true philanthropist will cordial- 
ly rejoice with you, and bid you God speed in the good 
work you have undertaken. 

And here let me remind you that you have not only 
great cause of joy, butof the warmest gratitude, that 
under the best of governments and in the happiest of 
countries, you enjoy the liberty and possess the means 
to prosecute and finish what you have so happily begun ; 
your mountains and quarries give you the firm founda- 
tion, your forests afford you the chosen beams, the o- 
cean beats them to you on her faithful bosom, and your 
liberality thus aided will speedily rear on this stone the 
temple of worship, where the adoration of many hearts 
will be solemnly offered up to God, the salvation of the 
Lord Jesus earnestly proclaimed, and his glory be sung 
in strains of rapture and praise. 

But hark! a friend inquires, why have you separated 
from your christian neighbours? to whom we readily 
reply, because, with the great body of protestant chris- 
tians we abjure all boman authority in matters of faith ; 
and like them believe-in the perfection of the apostol- 
iek order of worship, the absolute sufficiency of the 
scriptures as the rule of faith and practice, and the un- 
alienable right of private judgment in all things pertain- 
ing to religion. And hence we recognise it not oniy as 
the right but as the duty of Luther, Zuinglius and Cal- 
vin, with their venerated associates in the glorious re- 
formation of the Church from popery, to purge them- 
selves and their followers from the errors and abuses 
of the Romish Church ; and as in our opinion they only 
began but did not perfect the work, we feel it to be 
our privilege and duty, upon the same principles, to 
leave what we judge to be errors in them. And we 
hold it to be a fundamental error in the system of Cal- 
vin, that the love of God, and the merits of Christ, are 


‘limited ¢o a part of the human race, by an uncondition- 





al and irrevocable decree ; and in that of Arminus, that 
grace and salvation are wholly conditional and depend 
on the agency of the creature for their efficiency ; nor 
can we think much more favourably of that more mod- 
ern and apparently more liberal plan, which pleces the 
future destiny of mankind on uncertain ground, and 
thereby come little short of jeopardizing the salvation 
of every man: these doctrines, therefore, we feel it to 
be our imperious duty to reject, that our worship may 
be the more apostolick, and acceptable to God, who 
will have all men to be saved, and the more consistent 
with our belief, in the certain and final salvation of the 
whole world of mankind by the love of God, through 
the merits of Christ and faith in the gospel. 

Are the reasons of this faith required among the many 
that might be produced, we offer the following; frst, 
That though God administers frequent judgments and 
chastisements upon sinners, yet he is love ; and must, 
therefore, unceasingly pursue and finally produce for 
every rational being the greatest possible degree of hap- 
piness. Second, That though the divine Jaw pronoun- 
ces many curses and maledictions on the transgressor, 
yet, as fulfilled by Christ, it is not against the gospel 
which promises salvation to all the families of the earth, 
by turning every one from iniquity ; and thus the lew 
not only ceases to condemn those for whom Christ died, 
but unites with the promise to prove their salvation. 
Thirdly, that by the spirit of prophecy it was revealed 
to the prophets and apostles, and in sacred visions they 
beheld every creature in this, and in the invisible world, 
and heard them in the rapture of heaven give glory to 
him that sat upon the throne thereof, and to the Lamb 
who had redeemed them by his blood; and what they 
saw and heard we believe to be the truth of God, which 
wil] sooner or later unite all hearts and minds in his love 
and service. Does any friend of Sion feel to lament 
that all are not now united in one communion? we 
would only remark to him, that while christians are 
imperfect, difference of sentiment and diversity, of the 
forms of worship, if they are not accompanied by a crim- 
inal want ef charity and candour, so far from being an 
injury, they will but prove a healthful stimulant to ani- 
mated and faithful obedience. 

I do however rejoice in the belief that the time is ap- 
proaching, when Christians shall no longer need this 
incentive to a well tempered zeal in religion : and there 
shall in truth be one fold, and one shepherd. Now as 
many as hope for these things, in our intercourse with 
Christians of every denomination, let us always be gov- 
erned by a wise reference to this desired event, and culti- 
vate before hand the disposition to see and enjoy this 
day of the Church’s glory. 

Almighty God, may thy blessings attend the rearing 
of this house upon this good foundation, thy preserving 
care and saving health encircle those that build it, and 
thy gracious presence be richly enjoyed by them, who, 
from time to time, shall worship here. 

May tby servants who shall minister here in the name 
of Jesus, be clothed with salvation, amply furnished 
with the bread of life, and guided by the benevoleut, 
meek and gentle spirit of their Divine Master, that 
they may preach Christ and him crucified, as well by 
example as by precept. Here may the aged be prepar- 
ed for their rest, and the youth be trained up for the 
kingdom of Christ. Here may the sinner be admonish- 
ed and reclaimed, the ignorant be enlightened, the un- 
believing convinced, the wavering established, and the 
doubting confirmed in the truth as it is in Jesus ;*and to 
this place may no afflicted widow or her orphans ever 
come in vain for comfort. 

On this part of the mountain of Sion, may the Lord 
command his blessing, even life forever more, his glory 
dwell in the midst of this temple, and from the thresh- 
hold thereof toward the east, flow perpetually the full 
river of salvation to make glad the city of our God. 
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FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 

A SERMON, delivered before the Universal- 
ist Society in Stoughton, Mass. May 29,1820.—By Rev. 
Josuva FLAGG, ministermg at Scituate. 

The Cuiv’s Scriprurnat Catecnism, by the Rev. 
Hosea Ballou, pastor of the Second Universalist Society 
in Boston.—Price, 75 cents per doz. and 8 cents single 

The Trial; Calvin and Hopkins vs. the Bible 


and Common Sense.—Price 25 cents. 














A volume of Sermons, delivered in ‘Philadel- 


phia, on the Doctrine of Universs! Benevolence. By 
Rey. Abner Kneeland, pastor of the First Universalist 
Churth inthat place.—Price 62 1-2 cents. 
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